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NOTICE OF MOTION  

 

MS ORR: To move that this Assembly:  

(1) Notes that:  

a. Bees and other pollinators are fundamental to our environment, with an essential role in pollinating 

plants, helping them grow and reproduce;  

b. Bees and other pollinators are crucial to our food chain as they help pollinate most of the crops we eat, 

as well as the crops that feed farm livestock;  

c. Without bees and other pollinators pollinating our crops, whole industries would collapse, and severe 

food shortages would impact all Australians;  

d. Destruction of their natural habitat, intensive farming practices, climate change, and pests and diseases 

are just some of the complex reasons driving a decline in both the number and diversity of bees and other  

pollinators every year;  

e. The decline of bee and other pollinators populations is an issue that is present all around the world, not 

just within Australia;  

f. The varroa mite is currently threating a large number of beehives around the NSW region with many 

beekeepers having to destroy their colonies;  

Australia has around 2,000 species of native bees, with the introduced European honeybee species having 

a negative impact on our own native bee population but providing essential pollination for crops and other 

plant species;  

 

(2) Further notes;  

a. In 2018-19, honey and beeswax production was valued at $162 million in Australia, and the 

unrecognised value of pollination is believed to be in the order of $14.2 billion to the Australian economy;  

b. Hall Village in Yerrabi, is the first 'Bee Friendly Village' in Australia, with over 90% of household's gardens 

being registered as "bee friendly", according to Hall Village's February 2020 report;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(3) Calls on the ACT Government to outline:  

a. The variety and types of bees and other pollinators in Canberra;  

b. Current populations and locations of native hives, feral European beehives and beekeepers and their 

hives;  

C. What the ACT Government currently does to support our bee and other pollinator population including 

but not limited to;  

1. Easily available pollinator friendly planting guides;  

2. Targeted efforts to promote pollinator planting in different urban forms e.g. Low, medium and high 

density;  

3. Plantings on public land that support bees and other pollinators;  

4. Spatial mapping of pollinator resources including pollinator gardens;  

5. Any other relevant information.  

d. The response to currently identified threats to the ACT's bee and other  

pollinators population including but not limited to;  

1. Insufficient diversity in public and private planting stock;  

2. The potential for commercially available bee hotels to be unsuitable for native bees;  

3. The identification and implementation of potential methods of pest control which are alternatives to 

pesticides but are currently not used in the ACT;  

4. The methods for safely and properly disposing of domestic herbicides and pesticides;  

5. Any other relevant information  

Current biosecurity threats and the Government's response to an endemic threat;  

f. How Canberrans are educated on the importance and role of bees and other pollinators within our 

environment;  

g. Ongoing activities and potential opportunities where the ACT Government and Canberra community can 

collaborate to better protect our bees and other pollinators;  

(4) Calls on the ACT Government to report back to the Assembly on points 3(a) through to (g) by 'World 

Bee Day' on Saturday May 20th 2023.  
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